
DO NOW

1. The children were as different as day and 
night. He was a lively conversationalist, but 
she was reserved and taciturn.

2. Many years before, Caesar’s men had 
tried and failed to invade Britain. No doubt 
this contributed to the xenophobia of the 
Romans. They were cautious about strangers 
who entered their country. 



LITERARY ANALYSIS

Uses support from the story to show how the theme is 
developed. 

Shows the connection to modern teens. 



STEP ONE

Gather evidence.

Work with your groups to find 7-10 quotes about the 
transition to adulthood in the story “Marigolds.” 



STEP 2: THESIS

Must include the name of the work and the 
author. 

Should include a verb (uses, demonstrates, etc.)

Identifies the theme (and/or any specific 
literary devices you want to discuss.)



THESIS

In her short story “Marigolds,” Eugenia Collier uses the emotional turmoil of her main 
character Lizabeth to show the struggles of adolescence. 

In the story “Marigolds” by Eugenia Collier we see how the “chaotic emotions of 
adolescence” can lead to violent and emotional outbursts (irrational behaviors). 

By reading Eugenia Collier’s story “Marigolds,” adolescents can learn many important 
messages about how we should relate to other people. 

“Marigolds” by Eugenia Collier demonstrates that adolescence is a time to learn very 
painful lessons. 



SKILL PRACTICE

Jasmine, Ellen, and Elise: Revisit “The Whistle” and create a bubble 
chart using quotes that show how the author creates humor in the 
story. 

Elicia, Ayana, Alexa, Alicia, and Riley: Choose one of the editorials 
and analyze the author’s claim, reasons, and evidence. 

Melissa, Savanna, Sofia, Cedi, and Ava: Write a book or movie 
review. Be sure to include the title (correctly punctuated), the name 
of the author (director, important actors), summary, and your 
review. Develop your own rating system (2 out of 3 squealing pigs, 
for example). 

Whitney, Kelsy, Emily, and Bryn: Pair up and visit Grammar Bytes 
on the computer. Complete Commas Exercises 1 & 2. 



SKILL PRACTICE

Connor C., Kameron, Keauno, Charlie, William, and Cameron: 
Revisit “The Whistle” and create a bubble chart using quotes that 
show how the author creates humor in the story. 

Jose, Zachary, Brandon, Jake, and Luke: Choose one of the 
editorials and analyze the author’s claim, reasons, and evidence. 

Connor E., Josh H., and Cesar: Write a book or movie review. Be 
sure to include the title (correctly punctuated), the name of the 
author (director, important actors), summary, and your review. 
Develop your own rating system (2 out of 3 squealing pigs, for 
example). 

Justin, Matthew, Josh K., and Nirva: Pair up and visit Grammar 
Bytes on the computer. Complete Commas Exercises 1 & 2. 



SKILL PRACTICE

Sebastian, Trey, Robert, Josh, Andrew, and Dylan: Revisit 
“Marigolds” and identify at least four similes or metaphors. Tell me 
what is being compared in each and the effect of the comparison.

Jaden, Christ, Jayson, Anthony, Jaheim, and Daniel: Choose one of 
the editorials and analyze the author’s claim, reasons, and 
evidence. 

Trey, Alejandro, and Rudy: Write a book or movie review. Be sure 
to include the title (correctly punctuated), the name of the author 
(director, important actors), summary, and your review. Develop 
your own rating system (2 out of 3 squealing pigs, for example). 

Juan and Austin: Visit Grammar Bytes on the computer. Complete 
Commas Exercises 1 & 2. 



EXIT TICKET

What does a test question mean if it asks for 
the central idea or author’s claim of a text? 


